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A Stuttgart, Germany, insurance company receives a heavenly assist from Ippolito Fleitz Group

hallowed circles

text: maird beautyman photography: zooey braun

Maortality is a delicate subject. At
the headquarters of Wirttember-
gische Gemeinde-Versicherung in
downtaown Stuttear, Germany, life-
nsurance cliems are cocoaned in
three intimate meeting spaces-
glass-enclosed circular booths with
upholstered partitions that provide a
degree of aural and visual isalation
from the bustling office. “The out-
side world disappears,” says Peter
Ippalito, principal of Ippolito Fleitz
Graup, which designed the free
standing privacy pods.

WGV, one of southern Germany’s
largest full-service insurance firms,
recently expanded the headquarters
feaxm ane building to a block-long
compound comprising two non-
descript zoth-century buildings.
Hascher |ehle Architektur was en
gaged to join them with & new struc:
ture, and WGV held a design com-
petition for a ground-foor, retail-
[ike service center where clients
meet with agents. The &-year-old
Ippolito Fleitz Group, known for an
imerdisciplinary approach that in-
corparates architecture with graphic
and interior design, was selected

The multifunctional nature of the
11,000-sguare-foot service center
dovetailed nicely with Ippotita Fleitz’s
practice. When the project was nearly
caomplete, the firm was also asked
to design the staff cafeteria, a last-
minute addition to the master plan
The client introduced its own unigue
parameters: Because WGV's pitch
15 high value at low prices, Inteforns
couldn't be opulent or flashy, Re-
ception seating shouldn't be too
plush or comfortable, as that coutkd
imply long waits, And less-than-
[uxurous cateteria chairs would =

Dppeosite: Curved winadow w
rice crmter Tap: & partitien uptdsiened in folk feathier ¢ : f thies ting pods desighed I
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Although the bul the mostly palyester pane hout different

apen-plan, L-sha ) people and diff

principal &
ved with acts as the entrance to the entire o see the fvo }
mimmalist furnishings—nearly all comples At rece f kis  rather hide " Pendant fixtu
tables and desks are clad in white, lit From below b a tubes form of large neon circles hang ;
seamless acry urfacing—set 50 that it app« s the elther indiy

against a palette of black fabric, flaor, The nearby waiting area is g [ C o-5ly —= e | i |
maple, and swaths of b glass distinguished by another IFG ele-
painted a cri e-@reen, ment: A 26-foot-long, S-shape
ible-sided design al-
to face either the 1king nt claims is the
was hol,” Ippolito il Arge v ws [ooking out to the ynly major exception to the open

s0 much,” streel ar the interior ¢ eri i 0 the rnght of
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receplion, two service kiosks In

e-painted steel allow the

STVEIY TEMEW.

= INsUurance

cards. Beyond, nis sit at emght

uniguely shaped custom desks

Each is a ribban of white acnyli

that fo dowmn

U Tnal Ippeod
down omega,” The black cotton
covering the desk chars—barrel
back versions for customers, high

back swiveling ones for a

ties imto the terrazzo's black-ar

white confetli p

The three circular life-insurance

area, a mastly glazed corner visible

1 al the far end of the open

from the street. Accessed by shid

ing glass doors and Iitted with white

EMICITCL S g, thi

eler, and their en

partitions, uphals

white faux leather, are di
heights. Above each g A fixture in

the form of wvenly oculus, o

feet in diameter and Lit by incandes
cent lamps. Seen from the street at
night, when further lluminated by

the blue-green glass walls behind,
the trio looks like a contemporary

art instatlation

e 3, 200-square-foot open-plan

cafeteria, located on the ground floor

of the ather existing bullding

wided into four zones, in the entry,

vending machines and a freestand-

ing, Y-shape counter offer employ
ees an the move a spot fof a quick
break, The hot-service cafeteria

counter laced in the same 1ermazzo

as the Hoor oot

IpIES @ comer of
the main dining area. Across from

t, 8 cantever var and four

chrgme ar

ther sl

face an cak canopy enclosing

railway-style booths, each with

hronze-painted MDF o
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Boreom, from left: W
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|ppolito describes as "a frozen nated dome glows like a guardian
mesh textile.” On ane side of the halg, an appropriately reassuring e e Tl Lo e ek (D

sereen, square bistro-style tables touch for an insurance company, = POES] LS TOM CE

serve a wall-length banguette, its
. ki r . i 1IN i 108
back paneled In padded leather PROJECT TEAM wTF LM BN [RECEPTION], 1

the real stuff, selected lor its per ARIAN CAEIN ENT G t HOLSTEIY [ IWMING AHLA) ¥
fect off-white shade ) o
(in the screen’s other side is the T | FPLEAETICN, L F E
LIGHTING COMS AT CUFTEIRE PERANT FICTLIRE S (AR ETE

|]:|:|||.L::|_I|_|r.'|w.|I|.'_|I.’|r_-.'-|_=||| Lrsp PRODUCT CES ; ) DO LIV IDAFET

white Eero Saarinen chairs with FROM FRONT SCHMOLER GLASS, [ EXTEROE N WA ITTAING [ CEMING ATTEA

seat cushions in the corporate

color surround seven black
marble-topped Saarinen tables Feges (EPEN OFVICE, MEETING POS, BECEITHIN

Above each grouping, an (llumi T COUKTER [CAFTTERAL], CUSTOM SCRCEW

WOVOE SHIERDROESGMNE] 209




